
7c 


31 March 1976 


TINTL 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
FROM : 

Iffice of the Assistant to the DCI 
SUBJECT : ASNE Speech 


Attached is a draft for "excerpts” for your 
handout at the ASNE speaking engagement. It will 
condense to one page when single spaced. 

We will take along enough copies to distribute 
at the meeting. . . 


STATINTL 
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Excerpts from Remarks by George Bush, Director of Central 
Intelligence, before the American Society of Newspaper 
Editors, April 15, 1976 

In a recent policy statement, I said that it is 
the Central Intelligence Agency’s policy not to divulge 
the names of cooperating Americans. In this regard, CIA 
will not make public, now or in the future, the names of 
any cooperating journalists. 

Certainly you, as American Newspaper Editors, know 
better than almost any group the importance of protecting 
sources of information. Revealing your sources would in 
very short order put your papers into running little but 
advertising. Revealing our sources not only could deny our 
government the information it must have to formulate 
effective foreign policy, but also could result quite 
literally in a life or death situation for the sources. 

There is much information that the intelligence 
community can and should share with the public. I have been 
charged by the President with working on the problems of 
declassification and overclassification, and I take that 
charge seriously. 

But intelligence cannot be conducted entirely in the 
open. Some secrets are essential. Intelligence sources -- 
just as news sources -- must be protected, and I intend to 
see that they are. 
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I believe that the air has been cleared by the 
Agency's clearly announced policy that it will not enter 
into any paid or contractual relationships with journalists 
accredited by any U.S. news service, newspaper, periodical, 
radio or television network or station. I must emphasize, 
however, that I do not think anyone should tell a person -- 
be he journalist, businessman, student, or any other 
citizen -- that he cannot voluntarily provide information 
to or cooperate with the CIA or any other Agency of the 
government. 
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